CHATTERIS TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes Dated 6th October 2026
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Minutes of a meeting of Chatteris Town Council held on Tuesday 6th October 2026 at The Council Chambers, 14 Church Lane, Chatteris.

Present: Cllrs L Ashley (Mayor), S Selman (Deputy Mayor), I Benney, J Carney, A Gowler, A Hay, V Joyce, P Murphy and S Unwin.

	105)	Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs J Fuller-Gray, A Jones and M Siggee. 

106) 	Declarations of Interest & Dispensations to Speak and Vote on Declarable Pecuniary Interest Items

Cllr Hay declared an interest in the Museum and the King Edward Centre. Cllr Murphy declared an interest in planning, the KEC and the Museum; Cllr Ashley in the Museum and Festival; Cllr Joyce in the KEC, Cllr Selman in the Festival and the Community Car Scheme, Cllr Benney in planning, Cllr Unwin in Festival and In Bloom and Cllr Carney in FLAPP.

	107)	Open Forum

There were two members of the public and Cllr Marks present. Ms K Seward asked what the Council knew about the planned Wind Farm near Chatteris. She was concerned it would be close to her daughter’s home where she kept horses. She was also worried about the proposed height of the wind turbines. The Clerk said there was a public consultation about the windfarm on the 14th October at Mepal Village Hall and the Council had been informed about the planned development and had asked a representative to attend a meeting of the Council. Councillors had also been asked to comment on the environmental scoping opinion and had expressed concerns about migratory birds. Cllr Selman said she had heard painting one sail black helped with that issue. 

	108)	Minutes of the Previous Meeting

The minutes of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday 1st September 2026 were agreed and signed by the Mayor as a correct record.

	109)	Matters Arising from the Minutes

Min 101) Sportsman Field: The Clerk had sought another update on the Sportsman field and had been advised that the disposal surveyor at FDC was still awaiting a valuation report. He was away until the 8th October and hoped to receive the report when he returned.
Min 102) Railway Lane: The Clerk had received written and photographic evidence of continued parking problems in Railway Lane. She had suggested the complainants should raise a petition.
											2862
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	110)	Police Matters

Members had a report of information received from the police in the past month including the following:
Local Police
Pc Lovitt had followed up on the concerns raised at the September Town Council meeting regarding the issues reported near The Willows Nursery.
The Mayor had emailed Pc Lovitt about the large tractors which were frequently parking up and then driving through the centre of the town, believed to be on their way to the anaerobic digester, with the drivers on their mobile phones. She had pointed out the dangers they created.
Pc Lovitt gave his apologies for the meeting but provided members with an update. He mentioned violent incidents due to a family issue, anti-social behaviour in St Peters Drive, drug issues and anti-social driving.
Members were invited to a Staying Connected event on-line on the 13th October from 5pm to 6pm when the speaker would be Mr Darryl Preston, the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.
Neighbourhood Alert
8/9/26: Notification of Cambridgeshire Neighbourhood Watch’s AGM, which was held on 22nd September.
30/9/26: Notification of a community meeting with the neighbourhood police team to be held at Chatteris Library on Friday 30th October from 11am to 12noon. 
5/10/26: Fenland court results for August and September.

	110)	Financial Officer’s Report

(1) Financial Statement 	
Members had before them a budgetary control statement for the Revenue (Precept) Account as at 17th September 2026 showing expenditure of £148,853.70 and income of £182,675.55 (includes a full year’s precept income) compared with budgets, along with a bank reconciliation statement and a summary statement of reserves and funds balances.
Members were advised that the 2nd part of the Precept had been received from Fenland DC.
It was RESOLVED that the report be noted and approved.

111)	Payment of Accounts

It was RESOLVED that the payment of the accounts below be noted and approved:
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	Payroll
	October payroll
	 
	                6,496.58 

	Barclays Bank
	Bank charges
	 
	                       8.50 

	T Payne
	14B Management Fee October
	 
	                     72.00 

	T Payne
	14A Management Fee October
	 
	     75.60

	Wave
	RHS Allotments Water bill
	 
	                   417.02 

	Wave
	LHS Allotments Water bill
	 
	                   710.30 

	S Gibb
	Offices Cleaned & Set up & Clear up Summer Festival Quiz
	 
	                     61.50 

	Cromwell Fire
	Service of fire extinguishers, Church Lane council offices
	 
	                   130.07 

	Phoenix Events
	Road Closure Remembrance parade
	 
	                1,929.00 

	Rose Fire & Security Ltd
	Church Lane Fire Alarm Fault
	 
	                   411.79 

	Youths of Fenland
	Detached Sessions re: Youths of Chatteris
	789.75

	Youths of Fenland
	Well Being Café
	 
	                2,216.55 

	PKF Littlejohn 
	External Auditors
	 
	                   756.00 

	FDC
	Trade waste
	 
	                     28.00 

	B Gas
	2 Park Street Electricity
	 
	                   398.11 

	B Gas
	Council Offices Electricity 
	 
	                     67.84 

	Chatteris Bowls Club
	Grant for Voluntary Organisation
	 
	                   500.00 

	Peac
	Photocopier Lease
	 
	                   214.84 

	Fenland Fire Appliance
	Museum Fire Extinguishers Service 
	 
	                     99.60 

	B Gas
	Gas Bill Council Offices
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	Zen Internet
	Website Sept-Oct
	 
	                     13.79 

	Onecom
	Phone Bill Inv 7887633 17/09/26
	 
	                   155.28 

	CTS Security
	Smoke Fire Alarm Fault 
	 
	                   195.51 

	Pro Training
	1st Responders Vol Org grant - Net amount 455.00
	 
	
       546.00

	RH Leivers
	S. Selman ticket re book launch, mayoral duty
	 
	                     10.00 

	Mayday
	Photocopier printing & admin support
	 
	                   112.74 

	B Gas
	Elec Bill Church Lane
	 
	                     64.69 

	B Gas
	Elec Bill Park Street
	 
	                   212.39 

	RJ Warren
	Grounds Maintenance outdoor spaces
	 
	                   795.18 

	RJ Warren
	Little Acre Pocket Park Gardening Services
	 
	                   323.76 

	Clerk
	Reim Sundries
	 
	                   117.22 

	AWA
	Park Street water bill
	 
	                     95.29 

	Viking
	Stationery order
	 
	                   239.62 

	Total
	 
	 
	              18,292.11 



112)	External Auditors Report

[1]	Members had before them a copy of the External Auditor’s (PKF Littlejohn) report and a copy of the Notice of Conclusion of audit for the year end 31st March 2026.
[2]	Members noted that the audit report had an Except for Matters report, in that Section 2 Box 11 of the Agar, was incorrect and should be Yes.  
Also as quoted on the External Auditor’s report: - “Other Matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority: The smaller authority had confirmed that it 
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had not complied with the Governance Section 1 Box 10, it had provided the appointed auditor with an adequate explanation for non-compliance and details of the actions necessary 
to address weaknesses identified.” (The effective IT and Data management in accordance with proper practices).
Members were advised that the IT and Data management had previously been included in Section 3 (All Risk Management Policy) of the Financial Review which was noted and approved at the full council meeting on the 3rd March 2026. However, in accordance with proper practices this now needed to be reviewed annually under an individual policy specific to management of I.T & Data.
Members were reminded that a new I.T.& Data policy was approved at the Full Council meeting of 2nd June 2026 and the policy was adopted accordingly.
This will be reviewed annually with all the Council’s other policies.
 The Financial Officer advised Members that there were no other matters brought to the attention of the External Auditor in accordance with the Agar proper practices. There was no cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had not been met.
[3]	To comply with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 the Notice of Conclusion of Audit, which detailed the rights of public inspection in line with the statutory requirements, along with Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Annual Return would be on display for a period of 14 days from 24th September 2026 and copies of the full Annual Return would be available for purchase by any person upon payment of a reasonable fee. As for last year, it was not proposed to charge for copies.

It was RESOLVED that the report be noted and approved.

113)	Grants to Voluntary Organisations
Members were advised that the Financial Officer had received a grant application from the Caring Together Charity. The Charity supports unpaid family carers of all ages across Cambridgeshire and Norfolk.
They advised that they currently supported two young carers in Chatteris and were in the process of setting things in place to support another two. The Financial Officer asked the Charity how they could find more young carers in Chatteris and asked if there was anything she could do to help find this information out.
Members were advised that the Financial Officer had emailed the school to ask for information and was waiting for a response, however with GDPR she wasn’t confident that they would be able to give her any information regarding this.
Cllr Unwin gave the Financial Officer a source of contact that would possibly be able to help with the matter.
The Financial Officer advised that she would go back to try and gather more information before the next council meeting.
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The Financial Officer also advised Members that she had received a letter from Magpas thanking the Council for its support over the years and asked if the Council would be able to support them again this year. Members were advised that the applicant had been sent a grant application form and the FO had asked for a breakdown of costs of equipment and numbers specific to Chatteris. 
This would then be added to the agenda for the next full council meeting. 
It was RESOLVED that the report be noted and approved.

	114) 	To Put Forward Ideas for Capital Schemes for 2027/28 Budget

The Mayor said there was a new civic newsletter Discovering Chatteris, which went out to every home. She was putting in a monthly council update. It was suggested the Council should consider paying for the diary dates to go in that publication rather than Village Scene when the existing contract came to an end.

Cllr Unwin asked if provision could be made in the budget to update the Town Guide.

The Mayor suggested putting a contingency in the budget to pay for a consultation when the people of Chatteris would be asked if they were interested in a Neighbourhood Plan.
Cllr Hay said she had been at a planning seminar when it was explained that under changes to the planning system Neighbourhood Plans would be taken into consideration when planning applications were considered. It was one of the only ways to get the voice of the Town Council heard. March and Whittlesey already had plans in place.
Cllr Benney disagreed and said no-one knew where the new planning rules would go and if a Neighbourhood Plan was carried out it might have to be done again. A considerable amount of money could be spent and it wouldn’t stop at the cost of a consultation. He also said the Neighbourhood Plan would be superseded by the Local Plan.
Cllr Hay then said she agreed it was the wrong time to consider a Neighbourhood Plan as time would be needed to see how the new planning laws were going to work. She said under the new planning rules more applications would be determined by officers and less by FDC’s planning committee. The Town Council would continue to be a consultee.
The Mayor said the Council could consider the idea of a Neighbourhood Plan again in January and Cllr Unwin said the plan should be community led and should look at the future of the town.
The Financial Officer said she would obtain a price for a consultation before a decision was taken.

	115)	To Agree Allotment Rents 27/28

The Clerk reminded members that rent levels for the Council’s 134 allotments at Honeysome Road and 6 at Queensway had to be set one year in advance. As allotment rents were collected in October it was now time to set the allotment rents for 2027.
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In 2025/26 the income from allotments was £4,696.58 and the expenditure £5,113.76 meaning a small loss of £417.18. The Clerk pointed out the allotments should not make a profit for the Council but equally they should not run at a loss.
There was justification for a small increase in allotment rents, especially as in the current year a record amount of water had been used by allotment holders due to the exceptionally hot, dry summer. This was despite the hosepipe ban and made allowance for the leak on the south side, which resulted in a high water bill in the spring.
The Clerk said the Allotments Association was querying the amount of the contractors’ bill set against the allotments as the contractors had only cut the grass about 5 or 6 times that summer. This was likely to be the case in the future so the Clerk and the Financial Officer would be meeting with the contractor to discuss the contract.
Current Rents were:
Honeysome Road
£38 for a full allotment for a full year
£22 for a full allotment for 6 months
£19 for a half plot for a full year
£11 for a half plot for 6 months
Queensway
£27 a year for a plot
Recommendation
The Clerk recommended that the costs of plots increase slightly to the following:
Honeysome Road
£40 for a full allotment for a full year
£23 for a full allotment for 6 months
£20 for a half allotment for a full year
Queensway
£27 a year for a plot
Cllr Gowler proposed that rents for the Honeysome Road allotments should rise to £45 a year for a full allotment for a year, £25 for a full allotment for 6 months and £25 for a half allotment for a full year. The justification for the large increase was the very high water bills.
Cllr Joyce proposed the fee for a full allotment should rise to £50 a year. 
Both proposals were put to the meeting and received an equal number of votes with the Mayor using her casting vote to support Cllr Gowler’s proposal. It was, therefore, agreed that the allotment rents for 2027/28 would be as follows:

Honeysome Road
£45 for a full allotment for a full year
£25 for a full allotment for 6 months
£25 for a half allotment for a full year
											2868
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Queensway
£27 a year for a plot (as there was no water and no visits by the contractors)

	116)	To Consider & Decide on Quotations for Works to Allotment Roadway

The Clerk said she had sought quotations for repairs to the roadway at the North Side allotments, as agreed by the Council at the 11th August 2026 meeting (min.75). The work to be undertaken included digging off and removing from site spoil from the roadway centre and sides, grading down and levelling to create run offs and installing a new layer of tarmac plannings. The area to be covered was 250 square metres. 
Quotes
The Clerk met with three contractors to view the work and had received quotations from two. They were as follows: Contractor 1 total price £2,100 plus VAT and contractor 2 total price £3,420 (no VAT). Members were asked to decide on which quotation they wished to accept.
It was unanimously agreed to accept the lower quotation and appoint contractor 1 to carry out the works.

	117)	Planning

Cllr Joyce (Chairman) presented the minutes of the Planning Working Group meeting held on the 29th  September 2026 (copy attached).

Members ratified the working group’s decisions on applications a) to j) (as shown on appended list) and considered two further applications. It was agreed to make the following submissions to Fenland District Council:
a) Support, request payment of £2,000 per property for community benefit in Chatteris.
b) Support
c) Support
d) Support
e) Strongly recommend refusal. This is an enormous extension to a facility which already causes major problems with traffic congestion and filthy roads, which add to the dangers of a red route. Roads are subsiding under the weight of the large vehicles. The congestion on the roads is also likely to increase when work begins on the reservoir and the housing development south of The Elms (which will have accesses on to the A142). There is also increased traffic due to the crematorium.
There are continuing problems with odours which are very obnoxious at certain times of the year. This extension brings the development even closer to Chatteris so more homes will be affected by the smell. Current measures to reduce the odours (as promised with the last planning application) do not work and this problem will also be exacerbated with the extension. The straw processing building represents a fire hazard and will increase air pollution to the detriment of Chatteris residents who suffer from lung conditions. There is also significant light pollution which will also increase. 
										2869
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However, the Town Council recognises that this application is likely to be approved and sees no reason why an obviously very successful business should not make a contribution to the communities it affects. There should be significant Section 106 contributions for the communities of Chatteris, Mepal and Manea and mitigation in 
the form of safety measures on the A142, including more regular cleaning of the road, average speed cameras and a footpath/cycleway. The tractors make their way through Chatteris on many occasions so there should also be contributions to road safety measures in the town, in particular improvements to the Slade End roundabout. 
f) Support
g) Support
h) Support
i) Support, welcome works
j) Support
k) Support
l) Recommend Refusal, access issues and over development of site. If this goes ahead it will set a dangerous precedent. It will also exacerbate existing parking issues in Clare Street.
The Clerk reported that the Reserved Matters application relating to detailed matters of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale pursuant to outline permission F/YR23/0517/O to erect 9 dwellings, involving the demolition of an existing dwelling and stables, at land east of 13B Bridge Street, would be determined by FDC’s planning committee on the 14th October with a recommendation to approve. The Town Council had recommended refusal as it was felt 9 dwellings was an overdevelopment of the site and would exacerbate existing surface water drainage and flooding issues. There were also concerns about the access. The Town Council said 7 dwellings could be accommodated.
P12 The Mayor said she had written a report for the next edition of the new Discovering Chatteris magazine which included a comment that both the Town Council and FDC had opposed the accesses on to the A142 from the proposed development south of The Elms because of the dangers they would create but the Planning Inspectorate had granted planning permission. 
P15 Members agreed that the Council’s comments on the scoping opinion for the environmental statement linked to the Wind Farm development should make the points that the Wind Farm should not be constructed on a flight path for migratory birds; raise concerns about the positioning of the turbines which could result in smells from the anaerobic digester being directed towards Chatteris and should also make provisions for the protection of wildlife.

118)	Leisure & General Purposes Working Group Report & Recommendations

The notes of the Leisure and General Purposes Working Group Meeting held on Tuesday 15th September 2026 were presented by the Mayor (copy attached).
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L9) School Superzone Work: The organiser of the School Superzone funding had confirmed that representatives had spent an interesting day in Chatteris meeting people at Cromwell Community College and In Bloom volunteers. The discussions were very positive and had resulted in useful ideas for potential projects. The plan was to meet with a couple of artists 
and outline the ideas. Once a proposal had been drawn up this would go to the senior management team at the County Council for consideration. The proposal was likely to include refurbishment of the underpass mural and artwork on a wall within Cromwell Community College. Young people would be involved in shaping the designs.
L10) Survey: The Clerk said the Cambridgeshire Rights of Way Improvement Survey deadline for replies had been extended to Sunday 18th October. Mr Alex Ashley had completed the survey for Chatteris.

119)	To Approve Payment for Community Day to be Organised by Future Scooters CIC

Members were asked to consider funding a one-day scooter coaching session at the Wenny Recreation Ground skatepark on the 29th October (half term week). The Clerk said the event would be promoted by the Youths of Fenland team at the Well Being drop in café and outreach sessions and in turn they had asked if they could bring along a refreshments horse box, which had been created by youths. The horse box had all the necessary insurances, risk assessments and food hygiene certificates.

The cost of the session was £950 and the FO confirmed that £747.25 could come from the Youths of Chatteris Skatepark holding account (as the money had been raised by youngsters for the skatepark) with the remaining sum to be taken from the junior youth budget, which had an underspend.

Members agreed to fund the scooter coaching session, at a cost of £950.

	120)	Over 75s Christmas Party

The Financial Officer said she was already compiling a list of those wishing to attend the Over 75s Christmas Party on the 4th December.

Cllr Selman asked councillors if they would fund the Lions Message in a Bottle bottles so these could go in the goody bags given out to party goers. She explained that the bottles would contain vital information, such as their medical history, of people living in a dwelling and would be stored in the fridge for the emergency services to find in the event of an emergency, such as a fire. The cost of 100 bottles was £60. Members agreed to fund the purchase of 100 bottles and it was suggested they should be handed out, rather than put in the bags in case someone already had a bottle.

Cllr Selman also suggested a plan b was needed for the party and it should not fall to the Financial Officer to do everything. She said Councillors could carry out many of the tasks. 
											2871
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The Financial Officer said she enjoyed organising the party and it was her responsibility to ensure everything ran smoothly so a plan b was not required. Cllr Hay said if the current set up was working the status quo should continue and this was agreed.
											
	121)	King Edward Centre

Cllr Benney said he had asked for the item to go on the agenda due to rumours around the town and the fact the Council gave the Centre a grant.

Cllr Unwin read out advice from NALC which stated that a parish councillor should not use a public council meeting to air unverified allegations against another member and she reminded Cllr Benney of the Code of Conduct which stated that councillors were bound by the code and required to treat others with respect and avoid behaviour which brought the council into disrepute.

The Mayor said at a private, confidential meeting she had decided to resign from her role as administrator of the King Edward Centre to concentrate on her duties as Mayor and looking after her grandchildren.

A debate took place during which Cllr Gowler abruptly left the meeting.

	122)	Bus Maps Proposal

The Clerk had been contacted by BusMaps.uk, a small volunteer project that made printable bus maps showing bus routes within a town and where it was possible to get to from the town on the bus.

The organiser sent drafts of two maps, one showing the bus routes within Chatteris and their numbers and the other showing buses from Chatteris travelled to March, Wisbech, Huntingdon, St Ives and Ely. He asked if the Town Council would be interested in using them and said during the pilot phase there would be no costs. He also asked if the Council would like to see the Friday Free Bus around Chatteris drawn on to the map.
 
Members agreed the maps were quite informative and would be helpful in such publications as the Town Guide. Cllr Ashley said the free bus did not always stick to the same route depending upon passengers wishes.

Cllr Hay warned the maps might be a bit pre-emptive as there were likely to be changes to the buses. As a member of the CPCA buses working group, she had been told the CPCA was currently looking into franchising services and buying depots. They were also looking at electric buses. Cllr Hay said if the Town Council was ever asked to pay BusMaps they should be careful to ensure the money wasn’t wasted. She also suggested a disclaimer that the information on the maps was not the responsibility of the Town Council.
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	123) Traffic Issues

Prospect Way: Councillors had received a report on the meeting with a Highways Officer to discuss the improvements to footpaths along Prospect Way and Dock Road. The Mayor, Cllrs 
Fuller-Gray and Selman and the Clerk were all present at the meeting. When the plans were outlined all three councillors agreed they no longer had objections to the scheme and it was agreed that the Clerk should confirm in writing that the Town Council had no objections to the proposed scheme. Cllr Daniel Divine had also confirmed his acceptance of the scheme.
At the meeting the officer was asked to look into the lack of street lighting in Dock Road. He had done so and confirmed such a scheme could be feasible under a Local Highways Improvement scheme or could be privately funded. There was a warning that the Town Council would be expected to pay for the costs of running the lights and maintenance. Cllr Selman said solar lights had been suggested.
LHI Update: Notification had been received that schemes put forward for the 2026/27 LHI application process had been due to be determined by the County Council’s Highways and Transport Committee on the 6th October. The Town Council’s application had been for partial paving of the roundabout at Wenny Estate to allow for vehicle overrunning to stop the In Bloom displays continually being ruined.
Footpath: Potential purchasers of a property on the Persimmon site had asked if there were any plans to link the development to the underpass at Tesco’s so their children would not have to cross the Slade End roundabout. The Clerk had confirmed that a condition of planning permission was for the developers to install a footpath along the A142. Councillors noted that much of the existing length of footpath (from the roundabout to the travellers’ site) was currently overgrown with vegetation.
Temporary Orders: The Clerk had been notified of: a temporary closure of Park Street and West Park Street on the 28th and 29th October to facilitate drainage maintenance; the closure of Victoria Street (at a date tbc) for carriageway surface treatment works; the partial closure of Westbourne Road on the 27th and 28th October for telecommunication works. Four closure orders had also taken place at the end of September at Long Nightlayers Drove, Stocking Drove, Chapel Lane and Newlands Road.
Update: Cllr Divine had been informed of plans to resurface the carriageway in part of Station Street/Station Road.
Roadworks: The latest lists of planned road works in Fenland had been received, along with the October list of events affecting the Highways in the County and the TMC incident report for August.

	124)	Correspondence

Members had before them a list of correspondence received since the last meeting (copy attached). 
Xmas Lights Help: Cllr Unwin said she would try and help during the early part of the lights switch on event. The Mayor had agreed to help accompany the High Sheriff for a short while, if needed.
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CCTV: Members had also received the quarter 2 CCTV report. Cllrs Joyce and Unwin agreed to attend the CCTV partner liaison group meeting on the 22nd October and it was agreed a daytime visit would be preferred by other councillors wishing to view the control room.
Hinchingbrooke Hospital: The Mayor, Cllr Selman and the Clerk had all booked to attend the Hinchingbrooke Hospital Redevelopment Programme workshop on the 7th October. Places were still available for others wishing to attend.

	125)	Reports

In Bloom: Cllr Unwin reported that Chatteris had won gold again in the Anglia In Bloom competition. As problems had been noted with FDC maintained areas, Cllr Unwin said she would share the report with FDC portfolio holders. In Bloom members would be travelling to Rochdale the following week for the results of the Britain in Bloom competition.
USAF: The Mayor said she and Cllr Selman had visited the USAF at RAF Alconbury for the annual community and civic leaders’ information event a week ahead of all the bases going on high alert.

	126)	Items for the Next Agenda

No items were put forward for the next agenda.








