Agenda Item
CHATTERIS TOWN COUNCIL

LEISURE AND GENERAL PURPOSES WORKING GROUP

Minutes of a meeting held at the Council Chambers, 14 Church Lane, Chatteris, on
Tuesday 13* January 2026

Present: Cllrs J Fuller-Gray (Vice-Chairman), L Ashley, A Hay, V Joyce, S Selman and S
Unwin.

Apologies: Apologies for absence had been received from Clir A Jones.
L28 25/26 Any Matters Arising from Last Meeting of the Group
The last meeting of the group had been held on the 14™ October 2025.

L20) London Road Footpath: The Clerk said she had submitted the LHI application for
funding for the footpath. It was agreed that the remains of the former footpath must be buried
beneath the vegetation of the verge.

L20) Bin: Cllr Joyce confirmed that the new bin had been installed at Queensway.

L23) Nature Recovery: The Clerk said she would be attending the first workshop for the
Fenland area for the Nature Recovery from the Ground Up Project in March on Thursday
22" January along with the Chairman of FLAPP, Mr Ian Mason. Cllr Unwin said she would
also like to attend. She pointed out the land to be left as public open space by the developers
of the Wenny Road development would need a group to look after it.

The Clerk had been contacted by a company offering to carry out a biodiversity audit of land
in Chatteris and draw up and deliver a biodiversity action plan. It was agreed this was
unnecessary in view of the Ground Up Project.

L29 25/26 Little Acre Fen Pocket Park & Old Railway Line Updates

The Clerk had attended a meeting of FLAPP earlier in the week and reported the Chairman
was working on an application for funding from Anglian Water to install a water supply at
the Park. The Clerk had inspected both the park and the Old Railway Line and said both
looked well cared for. The pond was filling up with water. The directional sign at the
Huntingdon Road end of the Old Railway Line had fallen down because the post had rotted.
The Clerk had sought a quotation from the Council’s contractors to replace the post and fix
all the signs to it. The quoted price was £450 plus VAT and members agreed the quotation
should be accepted.

Cllr Unwin asked if Community Payback could help cut back the greenery which was
impacting on the footpath and making it narrower. The Clerk said she would enquire when
they had completed works on the allotments.

Cllr Divine had contacted the Clerk in December reporting that his wife had seen a man
changing number plates on his Volvo car at the pocket park and had noticed multiple number
plates in the back of the car. Cllr Divine had reported the incident to the police.



L30 25/26 Reading Workshops Request

Cllr Unwin had been contacted by the head of literacy at Glebelands Primary School asking if
it would be possible to run workshops to inspire children’s interest in reading and writing to
mark the National Year of Reading. The teacher pointed out that an author, Joseph Coehlo,
who was now a very successful published author and poet, had delivered workshops at
Chatteris Midsummer Festival one year and the teacher asked if it would be possible to do
something similar again.

Members agreed it was a good idea and suggested possible sources of funding (including
Tesco’s whose primary focus was young people). They said if a workshop was to be
organised it should be open to pupils from all three primary schools.

The Clerk said she believed Katherine Nightingale from 20Twenty Productions had
organised the workshop in the past and she agreed to approach her for a comment and ask if it
would be possible to tie it in with the Festival again.

L31 25/26 Public Toilets

CliIr Selman had asked for the matter to go on the agenda and said the WI put forward 5
resolutions a year and one of the current resolutions was to fight for accessible public toilet
facilities to promote dignity, health and social inclusion. Her members had voted in favour of
the resolution because it was a huge issue.

The Clerk had contacted Fenland District Council about the closure of the only public toilets
in Chatteris at Furrowfields car park. She had been informed that FDC were looking at
options to repair or replace the faulty doors but had been unable to secure the parts and they
would remain closed until funding was secured. The disabled cubicle was operational and had
a notice on it saying that it could be used by everyone.

Members agreed this was totally unacceptable as public toilets were an essential service. Cllr
Ashley said the Chairman of FDC had commented at the Remembrance Parade that the toilets
were out of action.

L32 25/26 Sportsman Playing Field

Cllr Ashley said she had contacted the officer responsible for looking into the transfer of the
land at the Sportsman after the Clerk had not received any feedback for some time. The
officer said he was still trying to resolve the boundary issues with the owners of the

Sportsman pub.

Once that was sorted, he would be able to confirm:

1) the disposal plan with correct boundaries;

i) if a budget was available from Parks and Open Spaces to help with maintenance;

1i1) preparation of the officer decision notice for the land transfer to Chatteris Town
Council.



Members said it looked promising that the land transfer would take place and agreed that
once the land had been transferred the main thing would be to fence it off and secure it so it
could not be accessed by travellers and their horses and those using it to exercise dogs. As it
was to be a sports field, it would need to be free of any excrement.

L33 25/26 Any Other Business

Cllr Unwin was very concerned that she had been unable to communicate with Fenland’s
open spaces manager to discuss areas of concern to In Bloom. She said there were three grot
spots in Chatteris which needed attention — Mrs Wool’s old shop in the High Street, the tyre
depot at Bridge Street and the former Age UK premises in East Park Street. She asked if the
Town Council could send a letter to FDC asking them to tidy up the sites.

ClIr Hay confirmed that FDC could order someone to tidy up a site and if they failed to do so
they could do the work and put a charge on the premises.

It was agreed it should be pointed out that the premises (especially Mrs Wool’s shop) were
dangerous and there were health and safety issues.

ClIr Unwin was also keen to discuss In Bloom’s plans for garden areas in Chatteris with
FDC’s open spaces officers. Cllr Ashley suggested arranging a meeting between Cllr Unwin
and other members of In Bloom, ClIr Ashley (as Mayor) and the Clerk and FDC’s Head of
Leisure and Open Spaces, Mr Phil Hughes. This was agreed.

ClIr Unwin said In Bloom had been put forward to the Britain in Bloom competition in 2026
so the judges would be taking a close look at the town. In Bloom had plans to take over the
planning and maintenance of areas which had been maintained by FDC’s contractors in the
past but needed permission from FDC before they could take the projects forward.

It was hoped container/shed to store In Bloom’s equipment could be located near the Empress
swimming pool.

Cllr Unwin confirmed that the pocket park would not be included in the judge’s route in 2026
but suggested it would be good to give a virtual tour of the park when it was looking at its
best.

L34 25/26 Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 10" February 2026



